Introduction
In the mammalian ovary, the granulosa cells and the oocyte are located in an avascular compartment separated from the vascular thecal compartment by a basal lamina (BL) until the time of ovulation. Despite numerous studies on the processes ofboth ovulation (4, 8, 25) and atresia (5, 11, 19, 20) , the mechanisms involved in these events are still poorly understood. Since it is known that both atretic and preovulatory follicles show increase in permeability (1) and even macrophage in- 
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